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Mondays
– 1.45pm
/ Coffs Harbour
Ex-Services
Club
President Bernard calledMeeting
the meeting
to order12.30
at 12.35pm.
Thanksgiving
was read
by Ross Paul
and Loyal Toast was
Apologies: FWO – Ph. 6650 7000 by 10.30 am Monday

given by Brian Leiper. President Bernard welcomed our special guests, exchange students Bianca, who is familiar to us
all, and Aneta Bobovska. Aneta was put on the spot for a little talk about herself and advised she is from the Slovak
Republic and has been sponsored by the Sawtell and Coffs Harbour Rotary Clubs. She has enjoyed her time in Australia
and is looking forward to the Safari which is due to commence in 4-5 weeks’ time. She and Bianca have recently had a trip
to the Gold Coast which she thoroughly enjoyed.
A special thanks to President Bernard for taking meeting notes in the editors absence.
REPORTS


Paul McKeon & Brian Leiper made a special thanks to all members who attended last Friday’s opening night of
the caricatures exhibition at the Cartoon Bunker. They also thanked those members who apologised for not be
able to make it. About 40 people attended the event.



Graham Lockett read out the names of all sponsors for this year’s cycle challenge and asked all members to
ensure that we use their services where possible as a way of showing our appreciation for their support.



Ian McAllister (Macca) confirmed that our changeover dinner will be on the 7th of July and asked the President
Elect Ross if there will be a meeting on the following Monday. Ross advised that it would be referred to the board,
however he indicated his preference is for the changeover to replace the meeting on 9th July. Matter will be
confirmed closer to the date.
Macca also confirmed guest speaker for next week’s meeting will be Barry Butler, who will talk on the Concord
Jet.



Paul McKeon reminded members of the Bunker Gallery’s Caricatures Exhibition opening night Friday 2nd Feb,
urging all members to attend if possible. Also, there will be a meeting prior to the opening at 5pm for Gallery
members & friends whereby Paul will outline plans for future significant renovations to the Gallery and a major
exhibition. Paul invited club members to attend this also and be part of the move to improve the Gallery.



George Cecato advised that the NSW Government is still very interested in Coffs Harbour and that if Rotary any
projects that we would like to get up and running, now is the time to seek assistance. George also asked if the
board could write a letter to the council seeking to activate stages 5, 6 and 7 of the Jetty Foreshore redevelopment,
which will see all the current work proposed for the foreshore completed.
The Chamber of Commerce had a meeting with Luke Hartsuyker and Dr John McVeigh (Minister for Regional
Development, Territories and Local Government) about the sub-committee for Federal Funds for Local
Businesses. Three local businesses have been provided with funding assistances, including Faircloth and
Reynolds. They also discussed the Coffs Harbour By-Pass, of which the Minister felt very positive and that the bypass in on its way. George suggested that the club write a letter to the Chamber, Council, State and Federal Govt
seeking the by-pass be included in their May Budget.
George also advised that we are seeking to have Pacific Bay as the venue for this year’s food and wine event,
however is a work in progress and he will advise further when known.



Bernard Dowling asked for the club to write a letter of support for the Bunker Cartoon Gallery in support of their
applications to council for their DA for proposed improvements.



Peter Lindsay (International) advised he has been trying to contact Alan Tankel in regards to our offer of further
assistance to cover the delivery cost of medical Supplies to Tonga, however Alan is yet to respond.



John Donaldson reminded members of the club’s vocational visit to Bunnings on 7th April.



Secretary Geoff & Treasurer John advised they had nothing of note to report.



President Bernard presented Paul McLeod with his membership badge today. All members were upstanding to
welcome Paul to the club again, who will be a great attribute to the club.
GSE numbers are still sitting at 4. Initially the club was going to host two members but now it is uncertain if the club
will be hosting anyone. If they do, President Bernard has volunteered to host the Visiting GSE Member on behalf of
the club. A reminder to all that our usual meeting for the 19th of February has been transferred to a Joint Rotary

Meeting on Wednesday 21st February at the Sawtell RSL Club. Partners are invited. More details will be provided
next meeting.
President Bernard advised members that the next meeting will be his last meeting in the President’s chair as he is
not able to attend the meeting on the 26th of February. The Acting Presidents Roster has been attached to this
bulletin. Bernard urged all members to find a replacement if you can’t attend your designated meeting.
President Bernard reminded members of Daybreak’s Trivia Night on 16th February and has booked in one team (a
table of eight).

Guest Speaker: Bianca Lima.
Bianca made her presentation to the members, talking about herself, her family, her Rotary connections, her country and
what she has been doing in Australia since she arrived. She loves Australia so much that she doesn’t want to go home!
Her parents might not be happy with this idea. Bianca also shared some Brazilian cooking with a cake she had made and
shared it with members.

Macca & Rossco held a fine session and extracted some good funds from members.
The raffle as won by Peter Lindsay who was not able to pick the Joker. He did however receive a Brazilian Mug from
Bianca.
The meeting closed at 1.50pm.
NEWS & EVENTS FROM OTHER CLUBS
Daybreak


PETS is coming up on 24-25 February in Armidale (President Elect Training Session)



The next District Assembly will be held in Port Macquarie on 29 April. This is for incoming Board members across
the district.



Deb is recovering from her surgery yesterday and we wish her well in recovery

Coffs Harbour


Government Grant of $4,000 plus has been approved for the Jetty Foreshore project and they’ve started drilling
works.

Coffs Harbour South


All arrangements for the Bookfest are now in place. Bonville Public School P and F have been approached to
assist.



The opening of their Homeless Project will take place on site on Tuesday 5 February at 2:30 PM.

Sawtell


RAWCS - International Director, Paul Newton is thinking about leading a RAWCS Team sometime in 2019.
Anyone interested should speak to Paul. It would probably involve working on a Rotary project for about a fortnight,
possibly in New Guinea in the Kokoda area. You would have to pay your own airfares at about $2 500.

Happy Birthdays to:

February
Bev Stalling – 2nd

March
Mark Adoms – 4th
Jenny Walker – 10th
Bob Carle – 18th
Carolyn Lockett – 21st
Kris Maguire – 23rd
Graham Lockett – 28t

.

Anniversaries:
February

March

Bernard & Carmel Spry – 6th
George & Anna Cecato – 24th
Peter & Madeleine Wardman – 28th

Mike & Helen Blewitt – 7th

President Bernard, Secretary Geoff and Treasurer John with our special guests,
Rotary Exchange students Bianca Lima and Aneta Bobovska

President Bernard exchanging banners with Rotary Exchange student Bianca.

Acting Presidents Roster pending the induction of our new President
26th Feb - Ross Paul

5th March - Geoff Pollack

12th March - Terry Maguire

19th March - John Walker

26th Mar - Brian Leiper

2nd Apr - Easter Holiday

9th April - John Donaldson

16th April - Peter Wardman

23rd April - Jay Clowes

30th April - Ian McAllister

7th May - Bernard Dowling

14th May- Mike Blewitt

21st May - Bob Carle

28th May - Paul McKeon

4th June - Stan Paull

11th June - Queen’s Birthday

18th - Bruce Robertson

25th June - Graham Locket

2nd July - Ross Paul

The role of the acting president is to run the meeting on the allocated day. A meeting run sheet is provided for reference –
see email attachment. Acting presidents may also be required to attend functions on behalf of Rotary if any such invitations
are received.

Please note and memorise your date. If you are unable to run the meeting on the day or attend functions on behalf of
Rotary or wish to swap your day for another, you will be required to arrange for another Rotary Member to replace you.
The following members were not included on the list because there were not enough weeks to go around. Please feel free
to volunteer to stand in for any member who cannot meet their rostered date.
Mark Adoms / George Cecato / Eddie Chau / Peter Lindsay

District 9650 – Do We Merge or Not Merge?
Why is RE-DISTRICTING / Merger suddenly being discussed and Clubs are being asked to vote “Yes or No” to a merger
with District 9670 – this is the District below us that goes down to the Central Coast, includes Newcastle and surrounds and
out to Dubbo and beyond?
This Re-Districting / Merger has been discussed with the District Governors, Elects and Nominees over the past few years
because the membership in both Australia and New Zealand has dropped markedly over the past 15 / 20 years. We had a
membership of 53,000 plus back then – this has now reduced to 37,000 members and as at 1 July last year Rotary lost
another 2,000 members – in our District we lost 59 members.
We can provide various reasons for these losses – the electronic age, working longer hours, cost of living generally
continues to rise more rapidly than income and the arrival of E-Clubs which has not resulted in the anticipated increase of
membership and finally – how many of us – Rotarians – have actually invited another person to attend a meeting and join
Rotary.
Rotary International (Chicago) wants sweeping changes to be made – if we (Australia and New Zealand) can get our house
in order by 30 June this year ready to implement these changes on 1 July 2020 or 2021 – we can avoid being told what our
mergers will be.
Why is this allowing our District to vote for or against a merger? Any District with 1100 members or less does not have the
right to vote and will be merged with another District with no further discussion. The District below us has 1120 members at
the present time and are very keen to merge with us so their argument will most likely be to vote “Yes” to a merger with us
– District 9650.
Our current District Governor has the confidence in our District that, with the membership we have and the fact that new
members are continuing to be inducted into our clubs, that we – District 9650 – could successfully stand alone and
continue to grow.
This brings us to the present day and each club in our District 9650 has received an URGENT email and requires all clubs
to respond back by Thursday, 1 March – Yes or No to a merger with District 9670.

Our Club has discussed this issue, resulting in a vote NOT to merge.

Just for a Laugh

