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Meeting Place: C.ex, Vernon Street, Coffs Harbour
Monday Lunchtime: 12.30 - 1.45 pm
Apologies to FWO Lawyers: Ph. 6650 7000 by 10.30am Monday

COFFS CITY CHATROOM – 10th February 2020
President Paul called the meeting to order at 12.40pm. Thanksgiving was read by Mike Blewitt and the Loyal
Toast was given by Ian McAllister.
Our guest speaker today was to be Andrew Fraser, however unfortunately he had to cancel due to an
unexpected trip to Sydney.
Reports


President Paul raised the matter of the club making a financial contribution towards those affected by
bushfires as it has been a common talking point among members. He mentioned that Coffs Rotary Club
have had an appeal running in association with Park Beach Plaza and are currently assessing claims
from worthy recipients and for which they are seeking our assistance. Treasurer John advised that the
board created an emergency funds account last year to which $5k was deposited and felt it would be
appropriate to donate to bushfire victims. Members present discussed the matter and the consensus
was to assist locally as much as possible with $2,500 to be donated to Prosper Coffs Harbour
Environment Trust, whereby the funds will be put to assisting local wildlife. The remaining $2,500 will be
donated to Blaze Aid, to assist farmers with fencing repairs. A check will be made to see if the funds can
be given to local farmers.
President Paul also gave an update on exchange student Adam’s woodworking project. Paul & Adam
will be meeting with the ladies from Waratah Respite Centre shortly to decide on the type of furniture he
is to build.



Paul McKeon advised that works are expected to commence this week on the National Cartoon Gallery
improvements. Also, he advised that the council meeting agenda set down for 27 February includes a
request by the Gallery’s board for Council to consider concessional infrastructure charges associated
with the building improvements. Also they are seeking an extension of the current financial subsidy from
Council for a further 12 months. Paul is seeking a good showing of Rotary members to support the
board’s request. Please make it along to the meeting if you can.



Melissa Bell gave an update on Prosper Coffs Harbour Cultural Youth Scholarship and advised
members to check out their website for further details on this and other relevant local matters. The
website address is http://www.prospercoffs.org.au/

After lunch Bob Carle gave members a talk on the Coffs Coast National Speed Week that he and his board
are in the process of arranging. Bob decided that the area needs something to take the place of the WRC
Rally that was lost last year, as it brought some $14m to the local area. The event will be in November and
cover two weekends and the week in between. It will take in areas north to Grafton and south to Kempsey
and will include many auto events such as hillclimbs, bike enduro events, dirt bike racing, local 4x4 club
events, model cars, vintage and various car displays, and will be the official starting point of the Asia Pacific
Rally. The event has attracted widespread interest, including a couple of major sponsors. It is taking up a
lot of Bob’s time and he would like our club to be heavily involved if possible. If you have any questions,
please contact Bob.
Due to the meeting going over time, Macca held a very brief fine session and the raffle was won by George
Cecato, however he failed to pick the Joker so the jackpot continues. Please ensure you come to our weekly
meetings and you might win as the card deck is getting down!
Please don’t forget – we are having a fellowship/social night at the Cex Tapas Bar on Thursday 20th Feb at
5.30pm. Please come along with your partner to have some fun.
Meeting closed at 2.10pm.

Bob Carle telling members all about
Coffs Coast National Speed Week

Macca and Bernard are constantly looking for guest speakers, so if you know of anyone
who may be interested please let them know.

Happy Birthday Wishes
February
Bev Stalling – 2

nd

March

Mark Adoms – 4th
Jenny Walker – 10th
Bob Carle – 18th
Carolyn Lockett – 21st
Kris Maguire – 23rd
Graham Lockett – 28th

Anniversaries
February

March

George & Anna Cecato – 24th

Mike & Helen Blewitt – 7th

Peter & Madeleine Wardman – 28th

DIARY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS

District Training Dates for Incoming Club and District Officers
o
o
o
o

Sunday 8 Mar - Presidents-elect Training at Port Macquarie
Fri 20 - Sun 22 Mar - District Conference at South West Rocks

Sunday 5 Apr - District Training for Incoming Club Offices at Armidale

Sunday 19 Apr - District Training for Incoming Club Offices at Port Macquarie

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM OTHER LOCAL CLUBS
Coffs Harbour


Tour-de-Drought Bus Trip Fri 6 to Sun 8 March



Bookfest Setup on Sunday 22 March



Bookfest sales start Saturday 28 March



Tour de Rocks, South West Rocks Thurs 2 - 4 April

Coffs Harbour Daybreak


Charity Golf Day Friday 13th March at Coffs Harbour Golf Club



Coffs Harbour Ocean Swim Sunday 5th April

Captain Fantastic Exhibition – National Cartoon Gallery
31 January - 29 March

Featuring all the best from the Captain Fantastic Cartoon Competition, this exhibition is a
Salute to Sir Elton John himself as our finest cartoonists portray him in a satirical and
comical light. With works in all shapes, sizes, and mediums, this exhibition is full of variety
and features one of the world’s most colourful characters!

Just for a Laugh

………..
A doctor and a lawyer were talking at a party. Their conversation was constantly interrupted
by people describing their ailments and asking the doctor for free medical advice. After an
hour of this, the exasperated doctor asked the lawyer, "What do you do to stop people
from asking you for legal advice when you're out of the office?" "I give it to them,"
replied the lawyer, "and then I send them a bill." The doctor was shocked, but agreed
to give it a try. The next day, still feeling slightly guilty, the doctor prepared the bills.
When he went to place them in his mailbox, he found a bill from the lawyer.

………..

