
 

  

Meeting Place: C.ex, Vernon Street, Coffs Harbour 

Monday Lunchtime: 12.30 - 1.45 pm 

Apologies to FWO Lawyers: Ph. 6650 7000 by 10.30am Monday 

 

COFFS CITY CHATROOM – 24th February 2020 
 

 

 

In the absence of President Paul, Vice President Jay Clowes called the meeting to order at 12.30pm. 

Thanksgiving was read by Bernard Dowling and the Loyal Toast was given by Bob Carle.  
 

Our guests today were guest speaker General Ajai Barnabas Massey, his wife Cheryl, and Reverend Graham 

Whelan. 
 

Reports  
 

 Peter Wardman advised some members attended two recent information and feedback sessions 

concerning (1) a local Performing Arts Space and (2) City Hill Development. A feedback line is still open 

on the Council’s website for City Hill Development (closes 3rd March) and Peter encouraged members to 

view the website write and give feedback. Here is the associated link to assist: 

https://haveyoursay.coffsharbour.nsw.gov.au/cityhillanalysisandscoping1 

 Paul McKeon asked members to attend this week’s Council meeting (5pm Thursday) if possible, to 

show support for The National Cartoon Gallery’s request for assistance with infrastructure charges 

associated with the new development and an extension of Council’s financial subsidy. Please make it 

along to the meeting if you can.   

 Jay Clowes advised Coffs Harbour Rotary Club are seeking our assistance in locating worthy applicants 

to make application for financial assistance from their recent Bushfire Appeal. If you know of anyone 

affected who may require support, please advise President Paul.   

Ian McAllister then introduced General Massey to speak to members and guests. His talk was on the Middle 

East conflict situation and was very interesting and well presented. Lunch was taken during a break in his 

talk and he resumed afterwards, followed by a brief Q&A session.  

Macca held a fine session and the raffle was won by Terry Maguire, however he failed to pick the Joker so 

the jackpot continues.  

Meeting closed at 1.55pm.  
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RI President – Mark Maloney 

District Governor – Phil Hafey 

Club President – Paul McLeod 

Club Secretary – Geoff Pollack   
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Rev Graham Whelan, General Ajai Barnabas Massey and his wife Cheryl. 

 

 
General Massey giving his talk on The Middle East Conflict 

 

Macca and Bernard are constantly looking for guest speakers, so if you know of anyone       

who may be interested please let them know. 



 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DIARY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS  
 

District Training Dates for Incoming Club and District Officers 

o Sunday 8 Mar - Presidents-elect Training at Port Macquarie 

o Fri 20 - Sun 22 Mar - District Conference at South West Rocks 

o Sunday 5 Apr - District Training for Incoming Club Offices at Armidale 

o Sunday 19 Apr - District Training for Incoming Club Offices at Port Macquarie 

 

Anniversaries 

                          
                                        

   
 
 
                                          

February    March 

George & Anna Cecato – 24th  Mike & Helen Blewitt – 7th 

Peter & Madeleine Wardman – 28th  

                         

      

 

  

Happy Birthday Wishes    

                           

 February    March 
Bev Stalling – 2nd   Mark Adoms – 4th 

     Jenny Walker – 10th 

     Bob Carle – 18th 

     Carolyn Lockett – 21st 

     Kris Maguire – 23rd 

     Graham Lockett – 28th 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fireworks+clip+art&id=7CFC0E9C98D01073630410E2A11DE6D3C450FE0C&FORM=IQFRBA


 

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM OTHER LOCAL CLUBS 

Coffs Harbour  

 Tour-de-Drought Bus Trip - Fri 6 to Sun 8 March 

 Bookfest Setup - Sunday 22 March 

 Bookfest sales start - Saturday 28 March 

 Bookfest Pack-up - Sunday 5th April 

 Tour de Rocks, South West Rocks – 2nd – 4th April 

 Past Presidents Night – 15th April 

 

Coffs Harbour Daybreak   

 Charity Golf Day Friday 13th March at Coffs Harbour Golf Club 

 Vocational Visit Coffs Adventure Park at Bonville – 18th March 

 Coffs Harbour Ocean Swim Sunday 5th April 

 

 

 

 

 



Captain Fantastic Exhibition – National Cartoon Gallery 
31 January - 29 March 

 

Featuring all the best from the Captain Fantastic Cartoon Competition, this exhibition is a  

  Salute to Sir Elton John himself as our finest cartoonists portray him in a satirical and  

comical light. With works in all shapes, sizes, and mediums, this exhibition is full of variety  

     and features one of the world’s most colourful characters! 

 

Just for a Laugh 

 
 

……….. 
 

A few old couples used to get together to talk about life and to have a good time. One day one of the men, 

Harry, started talking about this fantastic restaurant he went to the other night with his wife. “Really?”, one of the 

men said, what’s it called? After thinking for a few seconds the Harry said, “what are those good smelling 

flowers called again?” “Do you mean a rose? the first man questioned. “Yes that’s it,” he exclaimed. Looking 

over at his wife he said, “Rose what’s that restaurant we went to the other night?” 



 

Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation extending 
fundraising partnership to eradicate polio 

Partnership will infuse an additional US$450 million into global polio eradication effort 

EVANSTON, Il. (January 22, 2020) – Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation are renewing 
their longstanding partnership to end polio, announcing a joint commitment of up to $450 million to 
support the global polio eradication effort. 

“Because of the efforts of Rotary and its partners, almost 19 million people are walking today who 
would have otherwise been paralyzed,” said John Germ, Past President of Rotary International who 
leads Rotary’s polio fundraising efforts. “By partnering with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, we’re 
ensuring that children in polio-affected countries get the lifesaving vaccines they need to be protected 
from polio for life. As the first organization to envision a polio-free world, Rotary is more committed 
than ever to delivering on our promise that one day, no child will ever again be paralyzed by polio.” 

To an audience of Rotary volunteer leaders from around the world, Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation delivered a video message announcing the extension of a funding 
partnership forged more than a decade ago. Rotary is committed to raising $50 million per year over 
the next three years, with every dollar to be matched with two additional dollars from the Gates 
Foundation. This expanded agreement will translate into up to $450 million for polio eradication 
activities. 

“The Gates Foundation’s longstanding partnership with Rotary has been vital to fighting polio,” said 
Mr. Gates in today’s message to Rotary volunteers. “That’s why we’re extending our funding match, so 
every dollar that Rotary raises is met with two more. I believe that together, we can make eradication a 
reality.” 

In addition to the extended funding partnership with the Gates Foundation, Rotary is also announcing 
US$45 million in funding for polio eradication efforts in countries throughout Africa (Angola, Ethiopia, 
Mali, Nigeria, Somalia and South Sudan), and Asia (Afghanistan, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Pakistan and the Philippines). The funding will help support crucial polio eradication activities such as 
immunization and disease detection, research, and community mobilization. 

Polio—a paralyzing and sometimes deadly disease—is on the verge of becoming the second human 
disease in history to be eradicated. This critical funding helps ensure that children in at-risk countries 
are protected from polio, and that the wild poliovirus is eliminated in the last two countries that 
continue to report cases. 

While only Afghanistan and Pakistan continue to report cases of wild poliovirus, the remaining 
challenges to global eradication—like difficulty reaching children amid insecurity and conflict and weak 
health systems—have proven to be the most difficult. In order to meet these roadblocks head on and 
ensure the continuation of program efforts, funding and support from donors and world governments is 
imperative. 

Rotary has contributed more than $2 billion to fight polio, including matching funds from the Gates 
Foundation, and countless volunteer hours since launching its polio eradication program, PolioPlus, in 
1985. In 1988, Rotary formed the Global Polio Eradication Initiative with the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The Gates 
Foundation and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance later joined. When the initiative launched, there were 
350,000 cases of polio every year. Today the incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 
percent. 

Anyone can be a part of the fight to end polio and have their donation to Rotary matched 2-to-1 by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Visit endpolio.org to learn more and donate. 

http://www.endpolio.org/
https://www.endpolio.org/donate


 

  
 
 

 


