ABN 92 963 118 216

RI President – Holger Knaack
District Governor – Debbie Loveday
Club President – Jay Clowes
Club Secretary – Geoff Pollack

Meeting Place: C.ex, Vernon Street, Coffs Harbour
Monday Lunchtime: 12.30 - 1.45 pm
Apologies to Secretary Geoff Pollack by 10.30am Monday

COFFS CITY CHATROOM – 26 April 2021
President Jay called the meeting to order at 12.30pm and gave the Welcome to Country. The Rotary
Thanksgiving was read by Ian McAllister and the Loyal Toast was given by Terry Maguire.
Our guest speaker today was Reverend Graham Whelan OAM.
General Business


President Jay advised members:
o RAWCS stickers are now available. Members agreed it would be easier for all
concerned if those present took a sticker and a list was given to Treasurer Eddie
with the cost to be billed electronically.
o Our Changeover function will be held at Boambee Bay Reserve on Saturday 3 July.
Full details to be advised in coming weeks.
o NYSF circular “2021 Year 12 Program Report”, which was emailed to all by
Secretary Geoff this morning, has some very interesting statistics and information
and encouraged all to read it.
o Coffs Harbour Rotary are seeking assistance with weekly book sorting for Bookfest.
If anyone can spare some time on a Thursday, please contact Marlene Evans at
Coffs Rotary.



Paul McLeod advised he is waiting on a reply from Sawtell Golf Club about the playing cost
for our Charity Golf Day and will advise more next week.

Ian McAllister introduced Guest Speaker Reverend Graham Whelan OAM, who provided a brief history
lesson on The Rats of Tobruk and the enormous impact they had on World War II. This year marks the
80th Anniversary of the Rats of Tobruk Association. Bruce Robertson gave Reverend Whelan a vote of
thanks on behalf of the members.
A very special mention goes to Reverend Whelan who donated $500 to the club as a personal gift to go
towards our Charity Golf Day proceeds.

The raffle was held and won by John Walker, however the new pack of cards wasn’t available so “Pick
the Joker” was again held over until next meeting.
President Jay called the meeting closed at 1.40pm.

Reverend Graham Whelan OAM addressing club members.

DIARY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS
 RYLA Week - Sat 1 May to Sat 8 May at Lake Keepit.
 District Training Assemblies - Sunday 30 May at CSU Port Macquarie.
 Changeover Function – Saturday 3 July at Boambee Bay Reserve.

Happy Anniversary Wishes
April

May

Bruce & Sally Robertson – 12

th

John & Jenny Walker – 1st
Paul & Julianne McKeon – 10th

Happy Birthday Wishes
April
George Cecato – 10

th

May

Lindy McLeod – 7th
Terry Maguire – 20th
Melissa Nunn – 26th

NATIONAL CARTOON GALLERY

The National Cartoon Gallery

Have you seen the mat from The 5000 Poppies Project at The National
Cartoon Gallery yet? If not, make sure you get along and
see what it is all about.

Have you tried The Bunker Restaurant & Bar yet??

THE ROTARY CLUB OF COFFS HARBOUR CITY
Presents

Coffs Coast Festival of Motor Sport
20th to 28th November 2021
[NOTE: This list is proposed only as all events to be confirmed]

*Rally: Final Rounds of Asia Pacific Rally Championship, Australian
And NSW Rally Championships
*Hillclimbs: Kempsey, Raleigh Raceway and Grafton
*Kart Racing: Coffs Harbour
*Off Road Racing: Kempsey
*Speedway: Grafton
*Motor Cycle Racing—Dirt Track: Coffs Harbour and Kempsey
*Motor Cycle Racing---Tarmac Track: Grafton and Raleigh
*Lawn Mower Racing: Coffs Harbour Flat Track
*Radio Controlled Off Road Racing: Coffs Harbour Showground
*4 X 4 Weekend Bush Trek
*Huge Motor Show: Cars: classic, vintage, modern
Motor Bikes: vintage, modern
Trucks Tractors and anything special

Details: Contact Bob Carle thecarles555@gmail.com 0411727255
HOW TO TALK TO SOMEONE WHO IS VACCINE HESITANT
by Elizabeth Schroeder

As COVID-19 vaccinations are administered around the globe, you’ve probably seen your social
media feeds fill up with joyful vaccine selfies and excited appointment updates. Chances are, you also
have someone in your life who’s skeptical. Most of us do — and that has public health officials
concerned.
Vaccine hesitancy is often fuel for heated public debate, but conversations about vaccines don’t have
to be contentious. In fact, being willing to have them is one of the most impactful ways we can
influence global health. As with many emotionally-charged topics, knowing how to start the
conversation can be the hardest part. These tips may help you open up a dialogue and get your loved
ones thinking differently about being vaccinated.
Find shared values. We all want similar things — healthy families, thriving communities, and a sense
of control over our health. Demonizing vaccine-hesitant individuals only creates further division and
exacerbates an “us vs. them” mentality. Try explaining why you choose vaccinations. Is it to protect
the most vulnerable members of your community? To shield your children from preventable disease?
Relatable motivations like these can help forge a human connection and get to the emotional heart of
the issue.
Seek to understand. Just as there are many reasons to be vaccinated, there are many reasons a person
might feel dubious. A prevalent one is misinformation, which is more contagious than ever in our
digital age. Others are more complicated and riddled with an ugly history. Marginalized communities
have spent centuries being mistreated by the medical establishment. Expecting these communities to
immediately trust the same institution to have their best interest at heart is unfair and dismissive of
historic trauma.
Know your “C’s.” The World Health Organization (WHO) has outlined three “C’s” that contribute to
vaccinate hesitancy: complacency, convenience, and confidence. We could also add a fourth: culture.
Rates of vaccine hesitancy, as well as contributing factors, vary widely based on a person’s location,
background, and community. Being cognizant of these differences can prevent us from making
incorrect assumptions. If someone is skipping recommended vaccines due to religious beliefs, opening
a conversation with safety statistics may not be helpful or relevant to them.
Lead with facts. Mythbusting can be tempting, but did you know that repeating misinformation can
actually give it more weight? Instead of focusing on why that meme or blog post is incorrect, stick to
simple statements of fact. For example: “large-scale scientific studies find no link between the HPV
vaccine and auto-immune symptoms.”
Be the voice of the majority. Social norms are an incredibly powerful force, but the key is to keep it
positive. If you try to convince someone that not enough people are receiving vaccines, they may feel
that their hesitancy has been validated by others. A more effective approach is to focus on how many
people are choosing to vaccinate and why. Remind them that large-scale inoculation is a group effort
and we want them on the team.
Identify the problem and the solution. If you’ve ever stood at the edge of a diving board, unable to
move, you know that fear can be paralyzing. Fear of severe illness can have similar effects. When we
talk about vaccine-preventable disease, simply scaring someone is likely to backfire. Instead, it’s
important to acknowledge two facts simultaneously: these diseases are serious and being vaccinated is
a simple and effective countermeasure. Help put power back into their hands by identifying an action
they can take — being vaccinated!
Vaccines bring us closer to a world where everyone thrives, but it’s a team effort. By having
conversations, you can bring your friends and family along on our global health journey.

Source: Rotary International

Just for a Laugh
Paddy is on his final question for a million dollars on “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” and only
has one lifeline left, which is ”Phone a friend”.
Eddie asks “Which bird doesn’t make a nest? A. Sparrow, B. Blackbird, C. Swallow or D. Cuckoo”.
Paddy thinks for a while and then asks to phone a friend. He calls Murphy, who says “it’s
definitely a Cuckoo” which is correct and Paddy wins a million dollars.
Later when he runs into Murphy, Paddy he asks him “Murphy how in the name of God did you
know the answer was Cuckoo”? Corblimey Murphy, everyone knows that cuckoos live in a clock!

